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AT once tns difficulty, and the hope, of cur special time in this weorld of
Western Burppe and america is that we have been brought up for many
generations in the belief, Fowaver tacit, that all humanity was almcsh
unarimously engaged in going —orward, naturally o better things and to
higher reaches. 3ince the eignteenth century at Tzdaust when Lhe
Encyclopedists zeized upon the Platonic tasory that the nighest pleasure of
mankind was pursuit of the good, the true, and zine beautiful, progress, in
precisely the sense of perpetuzl, gradual ameiicration al the hard huner
lot, kas been taught popularly ot just as tisory of possibility but as an
article of faith and the groundwork of a whole wolitica’ doctrine. HMr,
Toynbee has cven simglified this view for us with picture diaygrams ol
various sections of humanity, each ia its owrn cycle rising to its o
heigh:z, stroggling Zeautifully on Ircm craggy leve. Lo levol, bun aluzys
upward. Whole peoples are arrested al cartain pollls, and perish there,
but others go en. There is alsc the school of Lhought, Oriental and very
ancient, wiich gives ito life the spiral shape, and th2 spiral moves Dy
nature upward.
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These are admirabic attempts to 'get a little meaning and orcder ioto
our view of our destiny, in that same spicit which moves the artist to
labor with his litz.e hardful of chaos, bringing it <o conerency within a
frame; but ¢n the visible cvidence we must admit that in Jumar nature the
spirit of contradiction more than holds its own. Mankind has glways built
s little more than he has hitherto bkeen able or williag to desktroy. .
How ir cur time, in his pride to expliore his universe to its utnimaginabi=
timits and to exceed his possible powers, he has at last produced an
embarrassing series o eagines tco powerful for their containors and too
tricky for their mectanircians; millions 22 laber-saving gadgets wiich oan
ne rendered totally uselsss by the mere feilure of Lheo public powsr plants,
znd has reduced himself to such halplessaoess thac a2 deozen or less of the
encny could diszble a whole city by throwing a few switcass. This
paradoxical ereature has comaitted all these aexiravayances and created all
these dangers and sufferings in a gquest--wa are told--f{or peace &nd
gecurity.

II. 2cad the above passages again and write a short 2ssay to respond €O
then explaining your opinion of mankizd's attempts to make progress.  60%
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