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Instructions: Choose only one out of the three

questions below and provide a close

reading of the passage provided. Stay focused on your close reading and avoid

generalizing statements about gender based on the
reading should answer the question using example:
passage to support your interpretation. (one essay

1. Question: Analyze the way the “great friendship”
Legolas the EIf is represented in the following passag
feud between Dwarves and Elves, and consider the fa
friendship follows background information about the

work of other writers. Your close

s taken directly from the quoted
--100% of total score)

between Gimli the Dwarf and

e. Keep in mind the long-standing
ct that the description of their
gendered organization of the

Dwarves’ society. With this in mind, what do you think is the deeper significance of this

friendship? What does the silence (“more cannot be said”) at the end of this passage

suggest, according to your interpretation?

(Reading Notes: The Red Book is the history of the War of the Ring. Minas Tirith is a
city near the land of Ithilien, both of which are located in Gondor. In Middle-earth at the
time of these events there had long been a strong distrust between Dwarves and Elves,),

Dis was the daughter of Thrain II. She is the only dwarf-woman
named in these historjes. It was said by Gimli that there are few
dwarf-women, probably no more than a third of the whole
people. They seldom walk abroad except at great need, They
arc in voice and appearance, and in garb if they must goona
journey, so like to the dwarf-men that the eyes and ears of other
peoples cannot tell them apart. This has given rise to the foolish
opinion among Men that there are no dwarf-women, and that
the Dwarves: ‘grow out of stone’,

It is because of the fewness of women among them that the
kind of the Dwarves increases slowly, and is in peril when they
have no secure dwellings. For Dwarves take only one wife or
husband each in their lives, and are jealous, as in all matters of
their rights. The number of dwarf-men that marry is actually
less than one-third. For not all the women take husbands: ‘some
desire none; some desire one that they cannot get, and so will

have no other. As for the men, very many also do not desire
marriage, being engrossed in their crafts.

Gimli Gléin’s son is renowned, for he was one of the Nine
Walkers that set out with the Ring; and he remained in the
company of King Elessar throughout the War. He was named
Elf-friend because of the great love that grew between him and

Legolas, son of King Thranduil, and because of his reverence
for the Lady Galadriel. '

After the fall of Sauron, Gimli brought south a part of the \ A

Dwarf-folk of Erebor, and he became Lord of the Glittering L
Caves. He and his people did great works in Gondor and Rohan, -
For Minas Tirith they forged gates.of mithnil and steel to replace
those broken by the Witch-king. Legolas his friend also brought
south Elves out of Greenwood, and they dwelt in Ithilien, and
it became once again the fairest country in all the westlands.

But when King Elessar gave up his life Legolas followed at last
the desire of his heart and sailed over Sea.

Here follows one of the last notes in the Red Book

We have heard tell that Legolas took Gimli Gléin’s son with
him because of their great friendship, greater than any that has
been between Elf and Dwarf. If this is true, then it is strange
indeed: that a Dwarf should be willing to leave Middle-earth for
any love, or that the Eldar should receive him, or that the Lords
of the West should permit it. But it is said that Gimli went also
out of desire to see again the beauty of Galadriel; and it may be
that she, being mighty among the Eldar, obtained this grace for
him. More cannot be said of this matter.

2. Question: In your close reading of the following passage, interpret rule #2 as Song’s
critique of the West’s Orientalist perception of the East. First explain how Song outlines
the West’s perception of the East, using specific examples from Song’s statements to the

court. Next explain how, in your opinion, Song critiques this perception.
(Reading Notes: Song is on trial for being a Chinese communist spy who got classified
information from Gallimard, a French officer. Song did this over the course of a 20-year

sexual relationship with Gallimard, during which time Song, a biological mule, posed as a
female opera star. The judge is asking Song how he hid his biological sex for so many

years in such an intimate relationship.)

Jupce: Would you care to enlighten the court with this
secret knowledge? I'm sure we're all very curious.

SoNG: I'm sure you are. (Pause) Okay, Rule One is: Men
"always believe what they want to hear. So a girl can tell
the most obnoxious lies and the guys will believe them
every time——"This is my first time"—That's the biggest
I've ever seen"—or both, which, if you really think about
it, is not possible in a single lifetime. You've maybe heard
those phrases a few times in your own life, yes, Your

Honor?
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Jupce: It's not my life, Monsieur Song, which-is on trial
today.

Sone: Okay, okay, just trying to lighten up the proceed-
ings. Tough room.

Jupee: Go on.

SonG: Rule Two: As soon as a Western man comes into

! contact with the Fast—he's already confused. The West
has sort of an international rape mentality towards the
East. Do you know rape mentality?

(continued on Q8K pase =3 )
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Jupes: Give us your definition, please.

- Song: Baslcally, “Her mouth says 1o, but her eyes say
yes.”
- The West thinks of itself as masculine—big guns, big
industry, big money—so the East is feminine—weak, del-
lcate, poor ... but good at art, and full of inscrutable
wisdom-—the feminine mystique,

Her mouth says no, but her eyes say yes. The West

believes the East, deep down, wants to be dominated—
because a woman can't think for herself.

Jupce: What does this have to do with my question?

SonG: You expect Oriental countries to submit to your
guns, and you expect Oriental women to be submissive

to your men. That’s why you say they make the best
wives. '

JupcE: But why would that make it“possible for you to fool
Monsieur Gallimard? Please—get to the point.

FHE:
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SonG: One, because when he finally met his fantasy woman,
he wanted more than anything to believe that ishe was, in
fact, a woman. And second, I am an Oriental,! And being

an Oriental, I could never be completely a man.

Pause, ’

Jms)cs: Your armchair political theory is tenuous, Monsieur
ong.

SoneG: You think so? That's why you'll lose in all yo
dealings with the East, Y youslose in 2 your

a0 .,
Jupce: Just answer my question: did he know"vxyo
man? 4

Pause.

SONG: You know, Your Honor, I never asked.

3. Read the following passage closely for both what is directly said in the conversation
and for what is implied, cither by the characters’ words or by the narration. In your essay,

first address this question: what does “civilization™

seem to refer to, according to Tom’s

statements about it and the danger it is in? Next, explain whether, in your opinion, the
narrator agrees with or is critical of Tom’s ideas. The narrator does not directly state his
opinion, so to answer you must look closely at what is suggested or implied in the

narration.

“You make me feel uncivilized, Daisy,” I confessed
on my second glass of corky but rather impressive
claret. “Can’t you talk about crops or something?”

I meant nothing in particular by this remark, but it
was taken up in an unexpected way.

“Civilization’s going to pieces,” broke out Tom vio-
lently. “I've gotten to be a terrible pessimist about
things. Have you read ‘The Rise of the Colored Empires’
by this man Goddard?”

" “Why, no,” I answered, rather surprised by his tone.

“Well, it’s a fine book, and everybody ought to read
it. The idea is if we don't look out the white race will
be—will be utterly submerged. It’s all scientific stuff;
it’s been proved.” .

“Tom's getting very profound,” said Daisy, with an
expression of unthoughtful sadness. “He reads deep
books with long words in them. What was that word
we——" _

“Well, these books are all scientific,” insisted Tom,
glancing at her impatiently. “This fellow has worked out
the whole thing. It's up to us, who are the dominant
race, to watch out or these other races will have control
of things.” .

“We've got to beat them down,” whispered Daisy,
winking ferociously toward the fervent sun.

. “You ought to live in California—" began Miss Baker,
but Tom interrupted her by shifting heavily in his chair,
“This idea is that we're Nordics. I am, and you are,
and you are, and—" After an infinitesimal hesitation he
included Daisy with a slight nod, and she winked at
me again, “—And we've produced all the things that go
to make civilization—oh, science and art, and all that.
Do you see?” )
There was something pathetic in his concentration, as
if his complacency, more acute than of old, was not
enough to him any more.




