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That security which the laws in Great Britain give to every man that he shall enjoy the fruits
of his own labour, is alone sufficient to make any country flourish, notwithstanding these
[mercantile impediments] and twenty other absurd regulations of commerce. . . . The natural
effort of every individual to better his own condition, when suffered to exert itself with -
freedom and security, is so powerful a principle, that it is alone, and without any assistance,
not enly capable of carrying on the society to wealth and prosperity, but of surmounting a
hundred impertinent obstructions with which the folly of human laws too often incumbers its
operations . . . . In Great Britain [and in its American colonies] industry is perfectly secure;
and though it is far from being perfectly free, it is as free or freer than in any other part of
Europe, -
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